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Appl. No.: 10/650,425 

Amdl. dated 02/27/2006 

Reply to Office action of December 1 5, 2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Status of* the Claims 

Claims I- 10 were rejected. Claims I - 1 0 arc pending in the present application, 
Reexamination and reconsideration of tliese claims are respectfully requested in view of the 
following remarks. 

The Ohviousness-Tvpe Double Pate n ting Rcj ectij hi Shoul d |3e Withdrawn 

Claims 1-10 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1,4-7, 16-18, and 22 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,71 7,033. A terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .321 (c) is filed concurrently 
herewith. Tn view of this submission, Applicants respectfully submit that this rejection is now 
overcome. 

CONCLUSION 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to withdraw the rejection ofclaims 1 -1 0, Tn view 
of the above remarks and the submission of the terminal disclaimer, it is submitted that this 
application is now ready for allowance. Early noiice to this effect is solicited. 

If in the opinion of the Examiner a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution 
of the subject application, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition ofclaims are required, 
beyond those lhal may otherwise be provided for m documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are nccessury to allow consideration oT 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned tinder 37 CFR § 1 .136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No, 16-0605. 
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Respectfully 9< 




Michelle U. Cunningham 
Registration No. 51,072 



Customer No. 29122 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

10| South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Raleigh Office (910) 862-2200 

Fax Raleigh Office (919) 862-2260 



CRRTll'ICATrON OF MCSIMII-ti TRANSMISSION 

T hereby certify that this paper is being facsimile iransroillcd lo the US Paleni find Trademark Office m I'ax No. (57 1 ) 
-8300 on the dole sbown below. 



273.-8300 on die dnte 



Pamela Uickby 



February 27. 2006 
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